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Gerry Brunk was raised on a peach and apple farm in
Newport News, VA. He was the son of a minister of the
Mennoni te Church who eventuall y became a tent
evangelist. Gerry and his siblings traveled across the U.S.
and Canada with their parents in this evangelistic work.
He served as bookkeeper as well as song leader for a
number of summers
when school was not
in session.

GerryÕs interest in
radi o began with
building crystal sets
and a one-tube
receiver. He and his
younger brother
l earned the Morse
code by saying the
dits and dahs to each
other. They had no
code oscil l ator or
tapes to help them
l earn the code. In
1954 Gerry earned
his novice privileges
as KN4RBZ, and only in the last year did he acquire his
extra class license.

He attended Eastern M ennoni te Col lege (now
University) where he graduated in 1959 with majors in
Social Science and Bible. He then went to graduate school
at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, eventually

Meet you new officersÑ

President-elect Gerald
(Gerry) R. Brunk, K4RBZ

Will iam A. ÒDocÓ
Mierop, silent key

Dr. William A. Mierop, K2JEI, the f irst president of the
Amateur Radio Missionary Service, became a silent key
on July 15, 2003. He was 91 years old.

Doc (also known to his non-ham friends as Bill) was a
major moving force in the establishment of ARMS. He
was one of the five founding members who, on March 2,
1957, met in his off ice at the Philadelphia College of the
Bible to organize an association of Christian hams to pro-
vide communications and other assistance for missionar-
ies on the f ield. He served as ARMS president for four
years and remained active in the organization for many
years more.

Initially it was a fairly localized group, with members
in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and New York, meeting on
the air on 75-meters. However, it grew rapidly, and quickly

Ñ Continued on page 3Ñ K2JEI

Ñ Continued on page 3Ñ K4RBZ
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Southeast ........................................ Sat., 9:00 a.m.  3.900 MHz
Midwest .......................................... Sat., 8:30 a.m.  3.905 MHz
South Central ........... Sat., 8:00 a.m. (Central time) 7.2265 Mhz
Rocky Mountain ...................  Mon.-Sat., 7:00 a.m.  3.893 MHz
Northwest ....................................Thurs., 7:00 a.m.  3.984 MHz
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ARMS SECTI ONS

The Beam is published twice a year to provide information and inspi -
ration for the members of the ARMS Christian Fellowship Group. To
submi t material for The Beam, contact the edi tor, Dave Shortess, W7PTL,
at 95 Prawn Rd., Port Angeles, WA 98363, or dshortess@tenforward.com.
(E-mai l  submission is preferred.) Deadl ines are 3/15 and 9/15.

Regular membership in ARMS is open to any l icensed radio amateur
who can subscribe to the ARMS doctrinal  statement. Further information
about membership in ARMS can be obtained by checking the ARMS web
si te, at my.tenforward.com/arms, or from the secretary-treasurer, Ora
Gi fford, KE7BF, 708 Hi llcrest, Grandview, WA 98930.

Annual  dues for membership in ARMS are $8.00. Active missionaries
are exempt. The dues year runs from June 1 through May 31.ARMS Motto

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all
people, especially to those who belong to the family of
believers. Galatians 6:10 (NIV)

From the presidentÕs desk:

Check out our ARMS web site:
my.tenforward.com/arms

With this issue of The Beam, I take on the mantle of
leadership from Charlie Cox, K7AQ. He leaves some very
large shoes to f ill, but with your prayers and GodÕs help, I
will seek to lead the ARMS organization as best I can.

When the Amateur Radio Missionary Service was founded
in 1957, it was for the purpose of upholding the arms of
missionaries throughout the world by means of amateur radio
communication. Most of that was done by individuals with
missionary skeds rather than having missionaries check into
the ARMS nets, although some did.

Now with other forms of communication such as e-mail,
amateur radio is not as indispensable to missionaries as it
once was. The ARMS nets have become Christian fellowship
nets rather than missionary nets. We have already begun to
call the 20-meter net the ARMS Christian Fellowship Net.
Dave Shortess, our Beam editor, and I have begun some
discussion about revising the preamble that is used for the
nets to reflect this change. Perhaps we can retain the ARMS
name, and refer to our mission as joining arms together in
Christian fellowship rather than missionary service. I invite
you to discuss this in your nets.

It has been a number of years since the last national ARMS
convention was held. Those of us who attended those over
the years enjoyed meeting those whom we had talked to on
the nets, and f inally had a chance to meet. Might there be
interest in such a convention in the future? A number of hams
have become active members since the last one was held.
Would one of the sections be willing to host a convention?
Again, discuss the idea in your nets, and let your off icers
know what your pleasure is.

I look forward to working with my fellow-off icers as well
as our Beam editor as we all conti nue to be ChristÕs witnesses
by way of amateur radio. God bless you all.

Ñ Gerry, K4RBZ
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earning his PhD in History in 1968. Three years earlier he
joined the faculty of EMC and taught history there for the
next 36 years.

GerryÕs f irst wife, Janet, who went to be with the Lord in
1980, and their four sons lived in Egypt from 1975-77 where
Gerry was the country representative for Mennonite Central
Committee, the rel ief and development agency of the
Mennonite Church. In 1984 he married Shirley, and they led
35 college students to Egypt, Jordan, Israel, Greece and Italy
three years later.

Gerry became a member of ARMS in 1967, and has been
active in the organization ever since. He served as president
from 1971-73, and now resumes that responsibility.

Since his retirement in 2001, he and Shirley have done some
traveli ng incl uding the Mariti me Provinces of Canada,
Arizona, and Florida. Next summer they are hoping to visit
A l aska. They are enj oyi ng thei r four grandchi l dren,
babysitting two days a week, and occasionally one of them
says ÒhiÓ on the 20-meter ARMS net.

Gerry looks forward to working with the other off icers of
ARMS, and asks for your prayer support as he assumes the
leadership of our f ine organization.

Continued from page 1Ñ K2JEI

spread throughout the United States, and Canada. Today a num-
ber of ARMS nets meet on 75-, 40- and 20-meters. The major
thrust of the group at this time is to provide a Christian pres-
ence on the ham bands, offering Bible verses, prayer con-
cerns and Christian fellowship.

Doc Mierop was born on June 26, 1912 in Patterson, New
Jersey to parents of
Dutch descent. He
graduated from the
Phi l adel phi a Bi bl ical
University, the Eastern
Baptist College and the
Eastern Baptist Theo-
l ogi cal Semi nary, i n
Langhorne, Pennsylva-
nia. He married Marion
in 1934.

From 1935 to 1944 he
served two consecutive

pastorates at Baptist churches in Pennsuaken and Ocean City,
New Jersey. While at Ocean City, in 1942, he became a part-
time professor at the Philadelphia College of the Bible, and
in 1944 he was named its president. In 1958 he left the PCB
and returned to pastoring, serving two pastorates in North
Plainfield and Woodbury, New Jersey. Then, from 1969 un-

til his retirement in 1982, he served as the Associate Director
of Bible Centered Ministries International, a mission organi-
zation in Upper Darby, Pennsylvania. During this time with
BCM and for eight years following his retirement he remained
active in the pastoral ministry, serving as interim pastor in 12
churches in New Jersey and Pennsylvania. He concluded is
last interim pastorate, in Cochranville, Pennsylvania, in 1990
at the age of 78.

Earlier, in the 1980s, Doc and his second wife, Aileen,
moved into an independent living apartment at the Presbyte-
rian Retirement Community in Quarryville, Pennsylvania,
from which Doc continued his interim pastoral activities. He
had his 2-meter rig set up there and got the superintendent,
also a ham, to set up an HF station on the premises. He was
able to check into the ARMS 20-meter Net a few times from
that station. However, after his wifeÕs health deteriorated, they
moved into the assi sted living facility, and following her
death, Doc moved to the skilled care facility.

He was preceded in death by his f irst wife, Marion, in 1983,
and by his second wife, Aileen, in 2002. He is survived by
two sons, Harold P. Mierop of Plaistown, New Hampshire
and William P. Mierop of Scranton, Pennsylvania.

A memorial service for Doc was held at the Ellingsworth Au-
ditorium at the Presbyterian Retirement Community, and burial
was at the Pittsgrove Baptist Church Cemetery in Elmer
(Daretown), New Jersey, with his son, William, officiating. Doc
served as interim pastor at Pittsgrove from 1981 to 1982.

Official Proclamation
As noted in the last issue of The Beam, Charlie Cox,

K7AQ, has served as president of ARMS for 24 years,
more than half the time the organization has existed.
During that time he has endeared himself to ARMS
members, and has faithfully given effective leadership
to the organization. In recognition of this term of service,
as in-coming president I hereby confer upon Char lie
Cox, K 7AQ, the title of President Emer itus of the
Amateur Radio Missionary Service, with all the rights,
privileges and honor appertaining thereunto. Thanks,
Charlie, for all you have done for ARMS.

The last issue of The Beam also reported that Jay
Sudenga, K¯ GAZ, has served as Vice-President of
ARMS for the last 12 years. He, too, has provided
faithful leadershi p, and has cultivated many friendships
within the organization. In recognition of his term of
service, as in-coming president I hereby confer upon
Jay Sudenga, K ¯ GAZ, the title of Vice-President
Emer itus of the Amateur Radio Missionary Service,
with all the rights, privileges and honor appertaining
thereunto. Thanks, Jay, for all you have done for ARMS.

Ñ Gerry Brunk, K4RBZ, President
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Missionary
reports

The biggest news here is that we are
sorting and packing. We canÕt really say
that we are excited about this, as we
have never thought this would be hap-
pening so soon.

Let me backtrack. WernerÕs onl y
brother, Wolfgang, got married last year
to a lovely American girl named Kelly.
Wolfgang is a pilot, too, and the Lord
led them to go into missions. They are
hoping to be on the mission f ield with
UIM in Mexico by the end of this year.

ThatÕs very exciting, but it presented
a problem. Their parents cannot live on
their own anymore as they are 92 and
81 years ol d. They need someone
around to help them go shopping, take
them to the doctor, etc. Up to now
Wolfgang and Kelly took care of them
by traveling to Germany mainly during
the winter months. As it became clearer
for Wolfgang and Kelly that the Lord
was directing them to move to Mexico
fairly soon, we have decided to go back
to Germany in order to take care of the
parents. This has been a very hard deci-
sion for us as we had hoped to stay here
until 2004 or maybe 2005 and then take
the children home to receive further
schooling. (Our home schooling only
goes up to 10th grade.) Also, it leaves
our missionaries here on M indanao
without a pilot. The only way they will
still be able to function is with the SIL
pilot here who will f ly for them until
we can get a replacement.

Werner off icially had his last f light
last Friday, [this was written in May,
2003] but then there are the Òunoff icialÓ
ones, like getting a cement mixer into
one of our tribal stations and f lying a
family out of the tribe as it would take

them two f lights with SIL instead of one
with NTM.

We have our plane tickets to fly back
to Germany July 14. We plan to have
all our things sorted and packed before
June 22. Werner will then f ly the NTMA
plane to Luzon as that is the only island
that will have a pilot and a mechanic.
Tobias will go with him and Sina and I
will just take the commercial airliner to
Manila.

Sina and Tobias are rather upset about
going back to Germany as the only place
they call home is Malaybalay, and Ger-
many is rather strange to them. They are
learning what it means that your true
home is in heaven and nowhere here on
earth. Our moving can be a great op-
portunity for them to learn new things,
make new friends and cultivate old ones.

What will we be doing when we get
back to Germany? Good question, and
weÕre not sure about that. Still waiting
on the LordÕs leading.

So far we are planning to take a nine-
month furlough before resigning from
[New Tribes] Mission. That will give us
some time to get settled and f ind out
what the Lord has for us. Werner does
not want to go on unemployment, and
as he will not be able to work as a pilot
in Germany (his US licenses are not
accepted there) we will need some time
to see what is available. One door that
the Lord has opened up so far is the
chance of going into business with some
of our Philippine Christian friends here.

Our long term planning, though, is to
go back into missions full time after a
few years. So please pray for us as we
look to the Lord to guide us.
Ñ Christine Grotendiek, DU/KC7GUA,

Christine Grotendiek, DU/KC7GUA, Philippines

After four months in the States, Doris
and I plan to return to Bolivia the end
of September. In Bolivia our plan is to
be seconded to Pioneers Mission. We are
still members of Wycliffe and all sup-
port will go through Wycliffe, but we
will be under the umbrella of Pioneers.

Pioneers has a team of 25 in Bolivia.
I wi ll continue to train national s in
broadcast engineering and help other
missions to establish radio stations to
broadcast in the ethnic languages. I will,
for the present, continue to work with
LATCOM to f inish some of the projects
pending.

Please pray with us for:
Ðtravel funds to Bolivia,
Ðgood health and strength each day,
Ðour fami l yÑ Roll in, Jessica and

Cooper, Ray, M ayi ta, M ateo and
Raycito. It is hard to say goodbye know-
ing that it may be a long time before we
see them again. Also leaving DorisÕ par-
ents (in their 90Õs).

We appreciate you all being a part of
the team. We canÕt do it without you!!

Your missionaries,
Ñ Ray Rising, CP6WV/K4LWJ

with Doris

Ray Ris ing , CP6WV/
K4DWJ, Bolivia

Greetings,
We continue to reach thousands with

the Gospel via our medical teams. In
November, 2002, we dedicated a church
in Bonyeri, Ghana. We now have plans
to open a second clinic in Winneba,
Ghana this fall (2003).

We continue to reach unreached vil-
lages via boat along the GhanaÐIvory
Coast border. Out teams render free
medical and surgical care to the needy
people there.

I have not been able to get on the air
for some time due to a very busy sched-
ule. And continue to pray for Liberia.

Dr. Bob Schoffstall,
W4HHB, Ghana
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All the missionaries there have had to
leave the country.

For those who hurt in body and soul,
Ñ Bob Schoffstall, W4HHB

We have experi enced 25 percent
growth over the summer. Mary Beth
makes our four into f ive again. Our June
14 wedding was a f ine off icial start to
our new lives together. We regretted that
her dad was sti ll in the hospital with
pancreatitis and unable to attend. We

were even more surprised to return from
our honeymoon and find him not in a
room, but in the recovery room after a
second surgery. After two more weeks
of ups and downs, he died on July 4,
having never left the hospital after his
May 30 admittance. We wish we could
have gotten to know him better.

The kids went to Minnesota on July
5, where they spent time with Grandpa
and Grandma Berg and went to the
church camp theyÕve attended before.
While they were partying up north, we

were sweating here in the South, as we
had to clean and move out of my house
by the July 16 closing. We had had coun-
sel from some people that it would be
good for both of us to sell our houses
and get a new one together, in order to
facilitate a Òfresh start.Ó We did that and
have moved, although the new house
continues to have boxes and piles ev-
erywhere. Mult iple garage sales are
probably coming up!

Our new family was reunited on July
22 as the kids returned from Minnesota.
Rebekah has made the move across the
street to the high school, so for the next
two years all three girls will be in dif-
ferent schools. To answer the most com-

mon question, everyoneÕs adjustment to
our new family dynamic seems to be
going very well. The junk around the
house is much more stressful, at least to
Mary Beth and me!

At work, I remain the Òassistant ser-
vice managerÓ off ici al ly. However,
since there is no Òservice manager,Ó the
reality is that I am filling that role. As
an Òadded bonus,Ó I am not allowed to
fly, even though the JAARS board at
their May meeting allowed us to f ly the
public again. I am looking at the whole

situation as a trial from the Lord, trying
to keep a positive attitude (and praying
for a real service manager to come!).

Ñ Jeff Johnson, KO4TS

Jeff Johnson, KO4TS,
Waxhaw, N.Carolina

Dave Immel, K E4EW,
Waxhaw, N.Carolina

At the dedication of the Ubir New
Testament i n Papua New Gui nea,
Duncan Kasakosan had tears streaming
down his face. The Ubir people were
singing and praising God. He remem-
bered how God had called himÑ an
ordinary member of the Ubir commu-
nityÑ to be a part of the translation com-
mittee. ÒAnd now,Ó he said, Òwe are cel-
ebrating the greatest event in our history!Ó

Working under local leadership and
holding multi-language workshops al-
lows nationals to take increasing respon-
sibility for their Bible translation pro-
grams. Building stronger partnerships with
other organizations maximizes consultant
and trai ni ng opportuni ti es. Part of
WycliffeÕs strategy is to have translation
work begun in each of the remaining 3000
language groups by 2025.

We frequently have the opportunity to
help out other Christian organizations.
In late May we completed an aircraft
upgrade for SamaritanÕs Purse. The air-
craft will serve missions and do relief work
in Alaska and Eastern Russia.

Our Information Technology depart-
ment has the responsibility to develop
and facilitate the f low of important in-
formation and knowledge throughout
Wyclif fe and organizati ons we have
partnered with. This includes research
of new high tech tools, f inding infor-
mation and/or developing software to
help in translation. They are also respon-
sible for maintaining our network server
which connects our Waxhaw, Dallas,
and Orlando off ices as well  as our
branches around the world. No small
task! They also provide computer train-
ing coursesÑ some offered here locally,
others avai labl e through web-based
materials




