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On March 2, 1957, Bob Matthews, W3BBM, joined
four other Christian hams to establish the Amateur Ra-
dio Missionary Service.
On March 5, 2005, at the
age of 90, W3BBM be-
came a  si lent key. He
joins three other ARMS
founders, William ÒDocÓ
Mierop, K2JEI, Leonard
Van Saun, W2RJQ, and
Sherman M i l l i gan,
W3CGH, as members of
the Glory Net. Only Dick
Harri s, K7VCD (ex-
K2MBT) is still with us,
living in Mountlake Terrace, Washington.

In 1938 Bob founded the church in Wilkes-Barre, Penn-
sylvania which he would continue to pastor for the next

ARMS co-founder, Bob Matthews,
W3BBM, now with the Lord

Meet your new editorÑ
Chuck Winter, N7AAG, to
fill The Beam editorÕs chair

Continued from page 3 Ñ  Editor

I was born in Modesto in CaliforniaÕs San Joaquin Val-
ley. We later moved to Southern California and located in
the small community of Banning. At the age of 16 I re-
ceived Christ as my Savior through the witness of my
Uncle Charlie. This British-born evangelist would later
perform the marriage ceremony for us. My high school
days were spent in Banning as well as two years pursuing
an A.A. degree from San Bernardino Valley College.

In the spring of 1954  I was pre-enrolled in the School
of Forestry at Oregon State College in Corvallis. I left home
aboard my three-speed Schwinn bicycle on a route that
would take me from my home in the high desert to coastal
Highway 1 and north along the California coastline. The

Visit our NEW website: www.armsfellowship.org
 and meet our new webmaster on page 4.

Notice to all persons who
contr ibute art ic les and

reports to The Beam
Please send all materials to:

Charles Winter, N7AAG, Beam Editor
825 Taylor St.

Sunnyside, WA 98944

or (preferably), by e-mail to:

chwinter@earthlink.com

When Chuck Winter, N7AAG, agreed to take on the
editorship of The Beam, I  asked him to send me a
biographical sketch. His account follows.                  ÐEd.
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ARMS Sections

The Beam is published twice a year to provide information and inspi-
ration for the members of the ARMS Christian Fellowship Group. To
submit material for The Beam, contact the editor, Chuck Winter, N7AAG,
at 825 Taylor St., Sunnyside WA 98944, or chwinter@earthlink.com.
(E-mail submission is preferred.) Deadlines are 3/15 and 9/15.

Regular membership in ARMS is open to any licensed radio amateur
who can subscribe to the ARMS doctrinal statement. Further information
about membership in ARMS can be obtained by checking the ARMS web
site, at www.armsfellowship.org, or from the secretary-treasurer, Ora
Gifford, KE7BF, 708 Hillcrest, Grandview, WA 98930.

Annual dues for membership in ARMS are $8.00. Active missionaries
are exempt. The dues year runs from June 1 through May 31.ARMS Motto

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all
people, especially to those who belong to the family of
believers. Galatians 6:10 (NIV)

Check out our NEW ARMS web site:
www.armsfellowship.org

From the editorÕs desk:
It is with very mixed emotions that I write this, my last

editorial for The Beam. I have felt that with my wifeÕs dete-
riorating health and my own advancing age (I will be 75 this
summer), it was time, after 12 years, to pass the editorÕs
pencil (and eraser) to someone else. I am very pleased that
Chuck Winter, N7AAG, has agreed to take on the task.

I have enjoyed editing The Beam. While I had a lot of fun
doing the layout and fitting all the articles and photos into
the allotted space, the job provided much more for me. I
cherish the many friendships that have developed through
this position. I appreciate the cooperation that so many of
you have given me over the years in submitting material in
a timely manner. I trust that you will continue that coopera-
tion with the new editor.

It has been interesting to note the changes that have taken
place in just those 12 years. When I began, we were still
publishing skeds with overseas missionaries. Faxes and e-
mails have changed all that. While I was using a desktop
publishing program to do the layout of the newsletter, the
printing was done by a professional printer by the offset press
process. All photos had to be made into halftones by the
printer. That meant providing them with the original photos,
each on a separate sheet of paper, with enlargement or re-
duction indicated, the amount of cropping and the location
in the publication all marked on the sheet. Now the printing
is done on a high-resolution photo-copier, and I insert all
the photos directly into the copy with my computer, allow-
ing me to do a considerable amount of editing of the photos
before hand. I have been able to crop out unwanted back-
ground, remove blemishes and even insert missing individu-
als into photos. (You never knew, did you?)

So, life goes on. I will continue to be as active with the
ARMS group as my situation allows. It has been a wonder-
ful experience. You are a great group of folks. Carry on the
good work.

Ñ Dave Shortess, W7PTL
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farther north I traveled the more im-
pressed I became wi th an insistent
prompting from the Lord that it was far
more important to rescue souls than to
save trees. As I neared the Oregon state
line I received an urgent night letter tell-
ing me that my father had to have sur-
gery and I needed to return home.

During the following year I became
more active in my home church in
Cherry Valley, California. Forestry as a
career choice began to fade as I sought
the LordÕs direction for my life. I was
given a scholarship from the church to
attend Grace College in Northern Indiana.
This Christian school not only taught me,
but also fed me on the precious
Word of God. Oh, and I met a
girl while I was there.

In 1957 I graduated with a
B.A. degree and Òthe girlÓ Ñ
Marilyn, the farmerÕs daugh-
ter Ñ  and I were married the
same year. We saw the LordÕs
gracious hand in allowing our
paths and hearts to cross. I
went on to attend seminary,
and Marilyn graduated and
began teaching 5th grade in
Milford, Indiana.

I was making tentative plans
to enter a mission ministry in
Taos, New Mexico, when we
were approached about join-
ing a fledgling gospel broad-
cast production organization called Mis-
sionary Tapes, Inc. (MTI), in Altadena,
California. We were betwixt and be-
tween. It was then we sought the advice
of Uncle Charlie. He shared with us
what he had heard once from Dwight
L. Moody years before at Northfield. It
was summed up with writing down your
own inclinations and the advice of
friends and loved ones on several sheets
of paper. Then tear those sheets all up
and seek the LordÕs face. This is what
we did and left for California when the
school year was over.

I began to work as a recording engi-
neer with Missionary Tapes in 1959. We

had the privilege of trusting the LordÕs
great faithfulness, couched in the words
of Hudson Taylor: ÒThe LordÕs work
done in the LordÕs way will never lack
the LordÕs supply.Ó It was so. (See a re-
lated article on page 14.)

Eventually we were producing and dis-
tributing four gospel broadcasts in 17 lan-
guages to 14 missionary radio stations.
These were overseas missionary radio fa-
cilities with the exception of KGEI near
San Francisco. I recall one letter we re-
ceived from a listener to one of our Rus-
sian broadcasts. She and her grandfather
lived in Manchuria and could barely hear
our broadcast from HLKX in Seoul. She
wrote: ÒMy grandfather and I kneel be-
side the bed to listen to your program. If

we can only hear the name of Jesus once,
we are blessed and happy.Ó

I continued with MTI until 1967 when
we received a phone call from a pastor
friend in the Yakima Valley. He had sug-
gested my name to a small country church
in Harrah, Washington. They extended a
call and we accepted and arrived that fall
to begin serving in the pastorate.

We served at Harrah at the Grace
Brethren Church for a total of 25 years.
We learned to love and appreciate those
to whom we ministered in this small
rural community on the Yakima Indian
Reservation. Over the years this small
congregation has sent many missionar-

ies to serve overseas. I was blessed to
serve on our District Camp Board for
many years and see Clear Lake GB
Camp developed into a fine year-round
ministry in the Cascades. For many of
those years we sent out a once-in-a-
while publication from the church en-
titled ÒHarrah Happenings.Ó Our two
sons were raised in the parsonage and
we enjoy having eight grandchildren.

A long-standing interest in amateur
radio was realized while in Harrah. I was
first licensed in 1976 and made acquain-
tance with the fellowship available
through the Northwest ARMS 75-meter
Net. At one time the old church roof held
a GEM cubical quad and sundry dipoles.
My ham shack was an unused Sunday

School room. Friends from
the church family returned to
a Moravian MissionÕs minis-
try in Eastern Honduras, and
I was able to help carry both
family and medical traffic for
them for several years.

Af ter resigning f rom
HGBC in late 1994, we spent
most of 1995 in Indiana near
several of MarilynÕs brothers
and where I worked for a
Christian beekeeper. Then in
the fall of 1995 I was con-
tacted by a Christian friend
who challenged me with de-
veloping a Human Resources
program for his steel build-
ing fabrication company. I ac-

cepted the challenge and we moved back
to the Yakima Valley, only this time it was
to Sunnyside. I stayed in the position of
HR Manager for three years until medi-
cal difficulties dictated retirement.

I currently serve as Associate Pastor of
Senior Adult Ministries at the Grace Breth-
ren Church of Sunnyside, Washington. I
also serve on the church elder board. I still
enjoy ham radio, though some medical
challenges restrict my time on the air. I
look forward to the opportunity of con-
tinuing the tradition of providing a read-
able and informative Beam for ARMS
Christian Fellowship members.

Ñ Chuck Winter, N7AAG

Continued from page 1 Ñ  Editor

Marilyn and Chuck Winter
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I was fortunate to be raised in a
Christian home, where my parents were
very active in the church. At the age of
13, I committed my life to Christ and
received a call to the ministry while
serving in the 291st Army Band at Ft.
Benning, Georgia a few years later.
That, of course, necessitated a few years
of ministerial training.

I met my beautiful wife, Jan, while in
high school, and we
got married just a
year-and-a-hal f
af ter graduation.
We have been
married for 38
years now and have
been blessed with
three children, all
married, and four
grandchildren.

The years of my
ministry have been
wonderful  and
exciting. Jan and I
have spent several
years in pastoral
ministry, and we
served two short-terms in Honduras as
missionaries. The first was in 1975-76
and the second from 1981 to 1984. In
addi ti on, I  served f i ve years in
administration wi th World Gospel
Mission and over four years on the
senior staff of the Christian Medical
and Dental Associations (CMDA). At
CMDA I gave direction to a staff of over
twenty regional and area directors in the
U.S. In addition, because of my Spanish
language ski l l s, I  was a f requent
devotional speaker and workshop leader
at Latin American Christian Medical
Conferences. I also led medical/dental
teams to Latin America, something I
continue to do today for CMDA.

In 2002 I got the itch to get back to
more regular preaching and teaching of
the Word, so that September I became

pastor of Living Hope Wesleyan Church
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. This is a young,
rapidly growing congregation that God
is blessing greatly.

Ham radio has been a part of my life
since I was a kid. I was first licensed in
1960 as KN8WHB for a year and then
became K8WHB. Later cal ls were
W9NXD (1976) and NJ8X (1984)
before receiving K4EQ in the new

vani ty cal l  sign
system in 1996.
We were living in
Vi rginia at the
time. I  keep a
personal  ham
radio Web site at
www.k4eq.com.

Ham radio has
also been a useful
part of  my l i fe.
Whi le l i ving in
Honduras, we
never had a
telephone, and it
was before the
days of  the
Internet. Ham

radio was the only way we could talk
with family and friends back home.
Fortunately, my father, Max, was
licensed (N8CVH) by the time we went
back the second time. We talked almost
dai ly and he ran dozens of  phone
patches for us. My, how that has
changed!

Ham radio has also been a valuable
part of my l i fe. In 1976, a terrible
earthquake hit Guatemala which shook
our bedroom quite violently at 3:01 a.m.
Over 20,000 people were killed. From
our home in Tegucigalpa, I was able to
run several phone patches to the states
for emergency relief agencies. Also, I
was greatly involved in emergency
communications during two major
blizzards in Indiana in the late 70s.

Ham radio has also been a fun part of

my life. IÕve had fun contesting (even
won a few), meeting wonderful people,
going to hamfests, operating some
digital modes, running phone patches
(years past), swapping QSL cards,
collecting wallpaper, and doing zillions
of other radio things through the years.
My primary mode of operation is CW. I
developed a love for that as a Novice
and havenÕt stopped using it since.

Back in the 70s, I founded the World
Gospel  M ission Amateur Radio
Fellowship. We had fairly active nets on
40 and 15 meters for a few years. During
that time, I became acquainted with
ARMS and even checked into the nets
on occasion. But, for some unfortunate
reason, I never joined. I ran across the
20-meter net a while ago and decided it
was time to join. When I received my
membership materials a few weeks ago,
I was startled to see my picture on page
12 of the Fall, 2004 edition of The Beam.
The Òmystery photoÓ was taken at a
Central Section ARMS meeting I spoke
at in 1986. ItÕs an especially meaningful
pi cture to me because my father,
N8CVH, is also in the picture. He went to
be with the Lord the next year.

ItÕs a privilege to be associated with
the fine members of ARMS, and I look
forward to meeting many of you on the
air soon.

Ñ Dale Holloway, K4EQ

Meet your new webmasterÑ

If you enjoy working the scrip-
ture crossword puzzles that appear
in each issue of The Beam, you
soon will be able to get your fill.
Recently, Dave Shortess, W7PTL,
who constructs these puzzles, has
contracted with Barbour Publish-
ing Co. to include over 100 of his
puzzles in their new, four-volume se-
ries of Bible-based puzzles. They
should be available in your local
Bible bookstore later this year.




